
Some definitions of Black & White / Monochrome Images 20 August 2010 
 
 
MCPF - Rules for B & W from page 8 of the MCPF Guide and Directory 2010 
 
With one exception, for MCPF competitions, Council has resolved to accept the distinction 
between Colour and Black & White as made by Club or entrant.  This means that an entrant 
may choose the section in which he/she wants a print to be judged, irrespective of the FIAP 
definition. 
 
The exception relates to the Print and PDI Championships.  Because highly placed clubs may 
be invited to participate in the PAGB Club Championships and, as PAGB has embraced the 
FIAP definition, that definition will apply. 
 
 
PAGB – Extract from rules for prints - www.pagb-photography-uk.co.uk 
 
Appendix A page 22  
Throughout this document the terms Monochrome and Colour have the following meanings 
(based on the definitions issued by the FIAP in 1991) 
 
(A) Monochrome Prints 
1. All black and white and monochrome images are included. 
2. A black and white image which has been modified by the addition of a single tone to the 
entire image is defined as a Monochrome Print. 
 
(B) Colour Prints 
1. All images other than those in (A) above are defined as colour images . 
2. A black and white image which has been modified by the addition of partial toning or by 
the addition of one colour to any part of the image is a Colour Print 
 
 
FIAP - The following is taken from the FIAP website 
 
This definition supersedes the Document 223 and the INFO 1991/12. 
A black and white work flitting from the very dark grey (black) to the very clear grey (white) 
is a monochrome work with the various shades of grey. 
 
A black and white work toned entirely in a single colour will remain a monochrome work 
able to stand in the black and white category; such a work can be reproduced in black and 
white in the catalogue of a salon under FIAP Patronage. 
 
On the other hand a black and white work modified by a partial toning or by the addition of 
one colour becomes a colour work (polychrome) to stand in the colour category; such a work 
requires colour reproduction in the catalogue of a salon under FIAP Patronage. 
 

http://www.pagb-photography-uk.co.uk/


The diagram below is intended to illustrate the FIAP criteria for Monochrome and Colour. 
 

 
 
In a FIAP-defined Monochrome image, the R, G and B values at all points are in the same 
ratios, resulting in R, G and B histograms that look identical apart from their heights.  In a 
grey scale image these three heights would be identical.  A FIAP-defined Monochrome image 
seen through a coloured filter would generally look darker, and perhaps diffently coloured, 
but different areas would retain the same relative brightness.  This would not be the case 
with a FIAP-defined Coloured image. 


